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WELCOME 
 
Congratulations on your acceptance into the Sacred Music degree program at the 
Graduate Theological Foundation. Your interests, ministry expertise and 
educational background have prepared you for a new chapter, and we would like 
your experience here to be creative, challenging and fulfilling. 
 
This guide provides much of the information you will need to create your degree. 
Your experience will be unique, and you will be making decisions about the design 
of your program. In cooperation with your GTF professors and the graduate music 
advisor, you will find a variety of educational opportunities that will be 
meaningful to your ministry and your professional life.  
 
The Office of the Graduate Music Advisor has developed this document in order 
to assist you as you plan the scope and content of your educational experience. 
 
Students are encouraged to avail themselves of the advising process as a source 
of support and information. 
 
Best wishes as you begin your new journey, 
 
Vivian Dettbarn-Slaughter, D.S.M. 
Graduate Music Advisor 
Professor of Sacred Music 
Fellow of the Foundation 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
SACRED MUSIC MISSION STATEMENT 

 
The Mission of the Sacred Music program is to offer graduate level educational 

opportunities to practicing credentialed ministry professionals. 

 

The degrees recognize the level of experience and expertise already achieved, and 

prepare students for employment and/or the pursuit of advanced study in music 

and ministry-related fields.  

 

The core curriculum, which can be tailored to fit the specific needs of individual 

students, focuses on the refinement of established applied music skills, and the 

pursuit of advanced historical and liturgical studies.  

 

These educational goals are accomplished through adept instruction, creative 

choices, and the flexibility of the Graduate Theological Foundation model.    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

ADVISING AND DIALOGUE 
 

o All advising correspondence will be sent by email. This helps to preserve a 
record of student contact within the GTF. 

o The graduate music advisor will send a letter of initial welcome when the 
student has been accepted to the institution 

o The graduate music advisor and student will stay in contact to address any 
questions that may have arisen following the initial contact letter.  

o Early advising may consist of a discussion of courses.  
o Subsequent advising will include dialogue about the statement of purpose, 

residential and non-residential courses, and the final project. 
 
In preparation for the advising sessions, students should consider the preparatory 
questions in this guide. The degree planning forms can be used to sketch out early 
ideas and interests. During the advising process, correspondence may be shared 
with administrative offices that can answer questions or provide helpful insights. 
 
 
The following contacts will be helpful when seeking information: 
 
Luann Falkowski, M.B.A., Bursar  
bursar@gtfeducation.org 
 
Amy Hulse, B.R.E., Assistant Director of Student Services 
studentservices@gtfeducation.org 
 
Bethany C. Morgan, M.B.A., Registrar and Special Projects Coordinator 
registrar@gtfeducation.org 
 
Russell Neitzke, Ed.D., Director of Management Systems 
etutorial@gtfeducation.org 
 
Vivian Dettbarn-Slaughter, D.S.M., Graduate Music Advisor 
dettbarn-slaughter@gtfeducation.org 
 
 

mailto:dettbarn-slaughter@gtfeducation.org


 

BEGINNING THE PROCESS 

 
As a student at the Graduate Theological Foundation, you will be involved in the 
design of your course plan and degree program. The GTF encourages individuals 
to take charge of their educational and professional goals through a collaborative 
mentoring relationship between advisor, faculty and student. The student and 
advisor participate in a dialogue to create a unique study plan and major.  
 
In planning the degree, you should reflect on three educational phases: 
 
 Educational experience: what you bring 

 
o Prior music degrees 

 
o Lifelong music study 

 
o Experience in music ministry 

 
 Educational goals: what you wish to learn 

 
o Knowledge that will enhance your ministry and career 

 
o Studies that will add to your professional expertise 

 
o Research that will create new expertise for future goals 

 
 Study plan: what you need to accomplish to complete the degree 

 
o Selection of a primary study area 

 
o Course selection 

 
o Topic selection for the final project 

 
 
 



 

DEGREE PLAN AND ADVISING FLOW CHART 
  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



A PORTRAIT OF THE SACRED MUSIC DEGREE 
CANDIDATE: 
WHAT YOU BRING TO THE PROGRAM 
“Education is not the filling of a pail, but the lighting of a fire” – William Butler Yeats 

 
Students who have chosen music as a major have generally achieved above-
average levels of knowledge, skill and performance. In order to gain the most  
from the GTF model, a strong Bachelor’s degree in music is the foundation for 
success. At the GTF, graduate music students continue to build on undergraduate 
experience in the interdisciplinary requirements of music, while exploring 
complexity and creativity in the arts, liturgy, theology, education and research.  
 
Our students have historically shown a readiness to be contributing musicians in 
professional and community settings. Bringing an appreciation of the influence of 
society and culture on the music they have studied, they are likely to be active 
consumers of the arts. As caring music ministers, they are making important 
artistic contributions to the congregations they serve. 
 
Prior to enrolling in the Sacred Music program at the GTF, our students have: 
 

o been active in ministry for at least five years 
o demonstrated advanced knowledge of music theory 
o demonstrated advanced knowledge in music history and literature 
o demonstrated advanced knowledge of form and analysis 
o participated as enrolled members and/or conductors of college performing 

groups, addressing technical and musical skills in rehearsals, and 
culminating in exemplary ensemble work during the concert presentations 
at the end of each term 

o demonstrated proficiency on their primary and secondary instrumental or 
vocal applied areas, and will have passed piano proficiency examinations  

o demonstrated proficiency in courses addressing wind, string, brass and 
percussion skills  

o demonstrated skill in conducting, arranging and composition 
o demonstrated performance ability and interpretive musicality in a capstone 

recital at the junior and/or senior level, accompanied by written program 
notes based on supportive research 



DEVELOPING A STATEMENT OF PURPOSE 
 “Knowing others is intelligence; knowing yourself is true wisdom.” – Lao Tzu 
 
A statement of purpose will help to clarify the kinds of courses and experiences 
that will be an interesting focus for the degree program. These ideas may be an 
extension of the ideas expressed in the ministry statement that was written as 
part of the application process. The statement of purpose is a learning tool, and 
should be revised on a regular basis.  
 
By answering four questions, a statement may emerge: 
 

1. How will your current music ministry be improved by your studies?  
2. What thesis or dissertation project do you envision for your final work? 
3. What is the most reasonable time frame for completing your degree? 
4. How will this degree impact your career plans? 

 
 
Example: I am interested in learning more about women in ministry, and sacred 
vocal music. I am developing a women’s choir at my church, and am looking 
forward to bringing a multi-generational group of women together in music, study 
and worship. Following my degree completion, I hope to formalize more aspects of 
the music ministry at my church and administer a multi-church music outreach 
program. I also want to continue my vocal studies in summer workshops for 
cantors and soloists. My final project may be a study of women who compose for 
the church, and a lecture-presentation of solo and choral works at my parish. 
 
Example: I hope to expand my knowledge and skills in the areas of choral 
conducting, liturgy, and music administration. I look forward to improving my 
work as a music director, administrator, and music committee co-chair. After my 
planned 18 months of study, I will have the opportunity to change from part-time 
to a full-time position at my church. I am interested in the study of hymnody and 
history, and my final project could be a comprehensive study in the area of new 
hymn repertoire. My overall research may result in a lecture/choral presentation 
of new hymns, with an interactive portion of the concert devoted to the 
congregation. 
 
 



DEVELOPING A PLAN OF STUDY 
“Insist on yourself. Never imitate.” – Ralph Waldo Emerson  
 
A plan of study will include a statement of purpose, a suggested core curriculum, 
and an overall plan for non-residential courses.  
 
A plan of study can either: 

o build upon the strengths of the candidate, adding additional knowledge and 
skills to expertise shown in prior degree majors, OR 

o focus on gaining completely new knowledge, and subsequently establish a 
new area of expertise 

 
Once a focus begins to emerge, the student and the advisor will sketch a plan of 
study. The “plan” is by no means a fixed entity. Unexpected courses, workshops 
and opportunities may come along which may help the student to further define 
their ideas about the degree. The student should maintain a view of the 
curriculum as a whole. It is best to be flexible, and stay open to possibilities. 
 
Consider the following questions, and frame your own questions to identify an 
organizing theme for your course work. 
 

1. What are your current strengths in sacred music ministry? 
 
 

2. Did you have a double major or a strong undergraduate minor that might 
become an important focus in this degree program? 
 

 
3. Is there a new area of music ministry that you would like to explore? 

 
 

4. Is there a need in the music ministry of your church that could be filled by 
taking specific courses at the GTF?  

 
 
 
 



 

CHOOSING A TOPIC FOR THE FINAL PROJECT 
“Who looks outside, dreams. Who looks inside, awakes.” – Carl Jung 
 
 
Students are encouraged to identify the topic of the final thesis or dissertation 
project early in the degree process. After taking one or two courses, ideas for a 
topic may occur as the result of study and research.  
 

1. Will your final project be vocational in scope, with the aim of acquiring skills 
and knowledge needed in your career? 
 
 

2. Will your final project be problem-oriented, examining a ministry or musical 
issue from various points of view? 
 

 
3. Will your final project be thematic, focusing on tracing the development of 

a particular group of ideas that may have cultural, theological or artistic 
influence? 
 
 

4. Will your final project be compositional, creating a musical work in a genre 
that benefits the needs of your congregation? 

 
 

5. Will your final project be performance-oriented, adding new music to your 
repertoire (or the repertoire of the performing groups under your 
direction) that could enhance your ministry? 



 

12 

 

RESIDENTIAL COURSES AND CORE CURRICULUM  
“Education is not preparation for life; education is life itself.” – John Dewey 
 
 
Study unit requirements are different for students enrolled before 2015, and this 
will be reflected in all advising recommendations. Students enrolled under the 
2015 GTF Handbook will complete diagnostic assessments in music history and 
theory following acceptance to the degree program.  

 
 
Sacred Music Core Curriculum offered at the GTF:  

 Foundations in Liturgy   Dr. Christoph Tietze  1 unit 
 

 Hymnology: Past and Present  Dr. Martha Sobaje   1 unit 
 

 Church Music and Administration Dr. Vivian Dettbarn-Slaughter 1 unit 
 

 Sacred Music in the Church   Dr. Brian Taylor   1 unit 
 
 
It is possible that a student may have received previous credit in a college course 
similar to those listed in the core curriculum. In these cases, the graduate music 
advisor will recommend additional possibilities from the Sacred Music elective 
course offerings.  
 
Students are encouraged to begin their studies with one of the core curriculum 
courses, as an introduction to the E-Tutorial process. Following completion of the 
course and the review of this planning document, an advising dialogue is 
recommended. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



GTF ELECTIVES  
AND NON-RESIDENTIAL COURSE OPTIONS 
Elective courses at the GTF may be chosen from e-tutorials, on-site tutorials, 
residential institutes, and GTF programs of study abroad. One GTF Unit of Study is 
equal to three graduate credits or 40 contact hours of study.  The Office of the 
Graduate Advisor recommends that students receive assessment and completion 
documentation for all applied lesson contact hours. 
 
Elective courses offered in the Sacred Music department: 
 

 Gregorian Chant: The Proper Chants of the Mass 
 

 Methods of Musical Archaeology: The Origin of the Proper Chants of the Roman Mass 
 

 Processional Chants: A Pilgrim People Sings 
 

 The Bach Cantatas 
 

 Church Musicians: Get your music published! 
 

 Contemporary Trends in Church Music 
 

 The Music of World Religions 
 

 Hildegard von Bingen: Artistic and Spiritual Influence of a Medieval Woman 

 
A balanced program of research and applied study is recommended in order to 
build the expertise needed for a strong degree. Music is an interdisciplinary field, 
and students are encouraged to seek courses from all content and skill areas. 
 
In addition to electives offered at the GTF, students should include traditional 
classes, applied lessons, performance and conducting workshops, certification 
programs, administration courses, conference sessions, and other educational 
experiences that support the overall goal of the student. 
 
 
 

 



SELECTING NON-RESIDENTIAL COURSES 
“I am still learning.” – Michaelangelo, at age 87 

 
Finding courses for units of study outside of the GTF can be process of discovery 
that leads to lifelong associations.  
 
Look for workshops at regional and national conferences held by the leaders of 
their faith communities. For traditional semester and summer courses, seek out 
college, university and seminary classes that fit with the general theme of the GTF 
sacred music degree program. 
 
The summer institutes at Westminster College of the Arts (formerly Westminster 
Choir College) are highly recommended: 
http://www.rider.edu/academics/colleges-schools/wca/woce/seminars/summer-
seminars 
 
The following list of web references can be helpful in locating educational 
opportunities. Musicians working in music ministry can find support through the 
opportunities provided by these associations and online resources. 
 
 Membership in music organizations can be advantageous to your ministry and 
your career, and networking is an effective way to get inspiration and new ideas.  
 
American Choral Directors Association   acda.org 
National Association of Pastoral Musicians   http://www.npm.org 
Royal School of Church Music    http://www.rscm.com/index.php 
Conductors Guild      http://www.conductorsguild.org 
ChoirPlace        www.choirplace.com 
Chorus America      https://www.chorusamerica.org 
American Guild of Organists    https://www.agohq.org 
The Incorporated Association of Organists   http://iao.org.uk 
Handbell.com       http://www.handbell.com 
Church Music Association of America   http://musicasacra.com 
American Orff-Schulwerk Association  aosa.org 

 
 

http://www.rider.edu/academics/colleges-schools/wca/woce/seminars/summer-seminars
http://www.rider.edu/academics/colleges-schools/wca/woce/seminars/summer-seminars
http://www.npm.org/
http://www.conductorsguild.org/
http://www.choirplace.com/
https://www.chorusamerica.org/
https://www.agohq.org/
http://iao.org.uk/
http://www.handbell.com/
http://musicasacra.com/


DEGREE PLANNING WORKSHEETS 
 
How many study units are required by the GTF Student Handbook for your 
enrollment year? 
 
GTF residential core units:  _______________ 
 
Elective/Non-Residential units:  _______________ 
 

  Total units  _______________ 
 
Planning and tools, to be revised as needed: 
 

1) notes for the statement of purpose 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
2) notes for the plan of study 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3) possible topics for the final thesis/dissertation project 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



GTF COURSE CHECKLIST    

 
GTF Sacred Music Core Options, depending on enrollment year        
 

o Sacred Music in the Church  
o Foundations in Music Liturgy 
o Hymnology: Past and Present 
o Church Music and Administration 

 
GTF Sacred Music Elective Options      
 

o Hymn Introits for the Liturgical Year 
o Introit Hymns for the Church Year 
o Communion Anthems for the Easter Season 
o The Bach Cantatas 
o Church Musicians: Get your music published! 
o Contemporary Trends in Church Music 
o The Music of World Religions 
o Hildegard von Bingen: Artistic and Spiritual Influence of a Medieval Woman 

 
 
Additional Electives, Study Abroad, On-Site Tutorials, Residential Institutes   
 
___________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________ 
 
Required course for all GTF students: 
 

o Research Methodology  (enroll in this non-credit course prior to writing the 
final project)  

 
 



NON-RESIDENTIAL STUDY UNITS    
(1 GTF Study Unit=3 graduate credit hours or 40 contact hours) 
 
Some suggested areas of study: 
 

Applied vocal, instrumental, conducting Music theory and composition 
Liturgy      Church history 
Music History and Literature   Theology 
Ministry Issues and Education   Music Program Administration 
 

 

Course content area Location and date Graduate credit hours 

   

   

   

   

   

 
 

 


