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BACKGROUND 
 
CITY OF OXFORD 
 

The city of Oxford is a fascinating blend of ancient and modern. Established as a town in the 9th century, the ‘city of 
dreaming spires’ is famous as the home of Oxford University. Impressive historic buildings and monuments, dating 
from the 11th century, bring Oxford’s remarkable heritage to life. University architecture - such as its colleges, libraries 
and museums - spans eight centuries. Modern-day Oxford is a vibrant and cosmopolitan city with a busy cultural and 
social scene offering a wide variety of plays and shows, concerts, films and exhibitions; there are also open spaces 
such as parks and gardens, and riverside walks to enjoy. There is a wealth of restaurants, cafés and bars to meet both 
traditional and contemporary tastes, and an eclectic mix of chain stores and specialist shops. In June 2014 the 
population of Oxford was estimated to be 158,000. 
 

Information on Oxford is available at: www.experienceoxfordshire.org 
 
OXFORD UNIVERSITY 
 

Oxford University is a historic and unique institution. As the oldest university in the English-speaking world, it can lay 
claim to nine centuries of continuous existence. There is no clear date of foundation, but teaching existed in Oxford in 
some form in the late 11th century. 
 

Today there are over 22,000 students at Oxford University, including around 11,700 undergraduates and 10,200 
postgraduates. Almost 40% of the total student body – nearly 8,900 students – are citizens of foreign countries: 
students come to Oxford from around 140 countries and territories. 
 

Each student is a member of one of the 38 colleges or 6 permanent private halls. The collegiate system is at the heart 
of the university’s success, giving students and academics the benefits of belonging to both a large, internationally 
renowned institution and to a small, interdisciplinary academic community. 
 

Colleges and halls select and admit undergraduate students, and select graduate students after they are admitted by 
the university; they provide accommodation, meals, common rooms, libraries, sports and social activities, and pastoral 
care for their students; and are responsible for students’ tutorial teaching and welfare. 
 

The university determines the content of the courses within which college teaching takes place; it organises lectures 
and seminars; provides a wide range of resources for teaching and learning in the form of libraries, laboratories, 
museums, computing facilities, etc; admits and supervises graduate students; examines theses; sets and marks 
examinations; and awards degrees. 
 

Information on Oxford University is available at: www.ox.ac.uk/about 
 
DEPARTMENT FOR CONTINUING EDUCATION 
 

The mission of Oxford Department for Continuing Education (OUDCE) is to make the scholarship of the university 
accessible to wider audiences. Its students may be members of the public who wish to study a subject out of general 
interest or for an Oxford qualification, members of professional groups or business organisations who wish to update 
their knowledge or skills, or participants in its courses for international groups. Over 1,000 courses per year, across a 
wide range of subject areas, are offered on a part-time basis, online, or in the form of short courses (day, weekend 
and summer schools). Every year over 15,000 people take part in courses organised by OUDCE. 
 

Further information on OUDCE is available at: www.conted.ox.ac.uk 
 
CHRIST CHURCH 
 

Christ Church, traditionally known as ‘The House’, was originally founded in 1525 by Cardinal Wolsey as Cardinal 
College. Wolsey fell from power before his ambitious grand plan was completed, and Henry VIII re-founded the college 
as Christ Church in 1546 as a dual foundation of college and cathedral. There were 101 students on the original 
foundation and the college bell, known as Tom, chimes 101 times each evening to mark the traditional curfew. 
 

Today Christ Church is one of the premier colleges of Oxford University and is governed by a dean, canons and 
students (the equivalent of fellows in other colleges). During term-time it is home to over 500 undergraduate and 
postgraduate students reading a wide variety of subjects. 
 

With the cathedral at its heart and the city on its doorstep, Christ Church occupies a large site in the centre of Oxford. 
It encompasses the tranquil Christ Church Meadow, bordered by the Rivers Cherwell and Isis.  
 

Among the college’s many notable old members are: John Locke, philosopher (1684); W  E Gladstone, Prime Minister 
(1831); Charles Dodgson (better known as Lewis Carroll), author of Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland (1854); and W 
H Auden, poet (1928). 
 

Further information on Christ Church is available at: www.chch.ox.ac.uk/visiting/history 
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PREPARING TO TRAVEL 
 
IMMIGRATION AND VISA REQUIREMENTS 
 

EEA and Swiss Nationals 
If you are an EEA (European Economic Area) or Swiss national you do not need a visa to enter the UK to participate in 
the summer school. You are free to enter the UK as long as you show your EEA or Swiss passport on arrival. 
Countries of the EEA are listed at: www.gov.uk/eu-eea 
 

Already in the UK with a visa in another capacity  
If you already have a visa for the UK - eg Ancestry visa, dependant visa, or a work permit (ie a visa which allows you 
to work in the UK) that also covers the period of the summer school - then you do not need to change your visa to 
attend the summer school.  
 

Non EEA/Swiss Nationals  
If you are NOT an EEA or Swiss national you may need to apply for a visa to enter the UK depending which passport 
you hold.  
 

To check whether you require a visa to enter the UK, please visit www.gov.uk/check-uk-visa and follow the 
instructions for either scenario A or B below.  
 

A: If the system shows that you require a visa: you should apply for a short-term study visa, which allows 
students over the age of 18 to study either part-time or full-time for up to 6 months in the UK – see 
www.gov.uk/study-visit-visa/overview for details. You can apply for a visa up to 3 months before the start of the 
summer school and you should get a decision on your visa within 3 weeks. You can check the processing times guide 
at www.gov.uk/visa-processing-times to find out how long getting a visa might take in the country you are applying 
from. You will need to have your fingerprints and photograph (known as ‘biometric information’) taken at a visa 
application centre as part of your application and pay a fee. You will also need to provide certain documents showing 
that you can support yourself and where you intend to stay/travel. The Programme Administrator will provide all non-
EEA participants with a standard format letter confirming enrolment and course details once their fees have been 
paid in full. It will be a signed hard copy letter as required by UK Visas and Immigration, and will be posted via the 
International Standard service; electronic copies are not acceptable. The letter will provide some of the required 
information but it will be your responsibility to provide any other required documentation.  
 

Please note: 

 The short-term study visa does not allow you to work, extend your visa from within the UK, or switch into 
another visa category. If you travel outside of the UK during the summer school you must carry the hard copy 
letter we send you in Spring 2015 to show that you are returning to continue your studies at Oxford. 

 You do not need to apply for a full Tier 4 Student Visa and therefore you do not need an electronic 
Confirmation of Acceptance for Studies (CAS) from the university. 

 

B: If the system shows that you do not require a visa: you will still need to bring certain documents to show at the 
border in order to be admitted as a short-term student. Please see www.gov.uk/study-visit-visa/documents-you-
must-provide for a list of these documents. The Programme Administrator will provide all non-EEA participants with a 
hard copy standard format letter confirming enrolment and course details once their fees have been paid in full: you 
must show it on arrival at Immigration. It will be your responsibility to provide any other required documentation. 
 

Next steps  
If you are not an EEA or Swiss national we strongly recommend that you visit www.gov.uk/study-visit-
visa/overview as soon as possible to find out: 

 whether you need a visa before arrival - or whether you can be admitted upon arrival by showing the letter 
from us; 

 what documents you need to provide in support of your application; and 

 what the processing times are in the country you are applying from. 
 

Further information can also be found at www.gov.uk/visas-immigration and the UK Council for International 
Student Affairs (UKCISA), www.ukcisa.org.uk/ Information--Advice/Visas-and-Immigration/Student-immigration-
the-basics 
 

Applicants who are unsure of their status should contact Oxford University’s Student Immigration Advisory Service via 
its website at: www.ox.ac.uk/students/visa 
 

Please note that, for legal reasons, Oxford University summer schools administrative staff are not permitted to provide 
any visa advice to participants. 
 

Please note that it is your responsibility to ensure that you have taken the necessary steps to enable you to be 
admitted to the UK. The university takes no responsibility for a visa being denied at any point before or during a 
course.  
 

Please note also that the standard cancellation policy applies in all cases. (See PROGRAMME FEES and 
CANCELLATIONS, below.) 
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INSURANCE COVER 
 

Please note that OUDCE does not provide any insurance cover. Participants are expected to take out insurance to cover 
themselves against cancellation of their travel plans (see PROGRAMME FEES and CANCELLATIONS, below), also 
against personal accident and medical expenses, and against damage to or loss of property. 
 

Personal Accident 
Oxford University, OUDCE and Christ Church cannot accept liability for accidents which might occur on their 
premises, and therefore we recommend that participants obtain appropriate personal accident insurance cover. 
 

Medical 
Participants are advised to take out their own medical insurance or to ensure that their existing policy covers them 
while they are in the UK. (See also ILLNESS AND MEDICAL ATTENTION, below.) 
 

Personal Property and Valuables 
Oxford University, OUDCE and Christ Church cannot accept responsibility for personal property brought on to 
university, departmental or college premises and we recommend that insurance cover is obtained. Please be aware 
that some parts of the college are open to visitors. 
 
ILLNESS AND MEDICAL ATTENTION 
 

Participants are recommended to bring an adequate supply of any medication they use with them rather than rely on 
obtaining further supplies in the UK. Many forms of medication available over the counter in other countries are only 
available on prescription from a doctor in the UK. 
 

Participants who need to consult a doctor during the summer school will be referred to the college doctor. Free 
National Health Service (NHS) treatment cannot be provided for persons from countries which do not have a 
reciprocal health agreement with the UK. Participants coming from such countries must expect to be treated as a 
private patient and pay in cash on the day for any treatment. 
 

The NHS 111 telephone service is available 24 hours a day for urgent, but non-emergency, medical help and advice. 
Those with minor ailments should seek the advice of a pharmacist, or visit the NHS Choices website (www.nhs.uk). 
All college porters are trained First Aiders. 
 

Further information is available on the UK Council for International Student Affairs’ website at: 
www.ukcisa.org.uk/Information--Advice/Living-in-the-UK/Health-and-healthcare 

 
MONEY 
 

Participants will find it convenient to make use of ATM machines, which are readily available in and around the city of 
Oxford. It is recommended that participants advise their bank and/or credit card company that they will be travelling 
overseas. 
 

The British pound is divided into 100 pence. Notes are issued for £5, £10, £20 and £50. The coins are: £2, £1, 50p, 20p 
10p, 5p, 2p and 1p. 
 

Visit www.xe.com to find an easy to use currency converter. Alternatively, check with any bank or travel agent for 
current exchange rates. 
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PROGRAMME FEES 
 

The residential fee (£1,235 per week) includes tuition; access to IT facilities; accommodation in a single room with private 
shower and toilet for the nights of Sunday 31 July to Friday 5 August 2016 inclusive (Week 1) and/or Sunday 7 August to 
Friday 12 August 2016 inclusive (Week 2); meals in hall – breakfast Monday-Saturday and dinner Sunday-Friday (no 
lunch). 
 

Please note that participants attending both weeks of the summer school will be provided with complimentary bed and 
breakfast accommodation on the night of Saturday 6 August and the morning of Sunday 7 August 2016. 
 

The non-residential fee (£820 per week) includes tuition; access to IT facilities; no accommodation; no meals, except 
dinner on Sunday and Friday. 
 

Please note that all other expenses are the responsibility of the individual: for example, travel to and from Oxford; optional 
summer school social events; books and stationery; extra food and drink; laundry; tourism and souvenirs, etc. 
 

Applicants who are accepted and enrolled on the summer school are required to pay the full fee within 30 days of the 
date on which their invoice was issued. Late applicants are required to pay the full fee within 7 days of the date on 
which their invoice was issued. 
 

Please note that: 

 participants are expected to take out vacation cancellation insurance to cover the programme fee and travel costs 
(see CANCELLATI0NS, below); 

 a participant’s place on the summer school is not confirmed until their fees have been pain in full; 

 places will not be held for participants whose fees are not paid in full by the due date; and 

 in no circumstances will participants be admitted to the summer school unless fees have been paid in full. 
 
AFTER YOU HAVE PAID YOUR FEES 
 

 You will receive a receipt for your payment: by email if paid online, or by post if paid by bank transfer. 

 If you are a non-EEA participant you will receive a letter confirming your enrolment and course details which 
may be used to support your application for a short-term study visa: this letter will be sent by post (see 
IMMIGRATION AND VISA REQUIREMENTS, above). 

 
CANCELLATIONS 
 

All enrolments are subject to OUDCE's ‘Terms and Conditions for Course Registration and Fee Payment’: 
www.conted.ox.ac.uk/courses/terms_and_conditions.php 
 

A contract between OUDCE and a participant comes into being when an offer of a place on the summer school is 
made. 
 

You have the right to cancel this contract at any time within 14 days, beginning on the day you received the offer, by 
declining the offer of a place.  
 

Please be aware that if you cancel you place at any time after the expiry of the 14-day period you will not be entitled 
to a refund of the price paid for the summer school. 
 

If you wish to cancel your place on the summer school you must inform the Programme Administrator by email at 
iptheo@conted.ox.ac.uk 
 

You are expected to take out vacation cancellation insurance to cover the programme fee and travel costs, and you 
should consult your travel agent and/or insurer for information and advice. Please note that OUDCE does not provide 
any insurance cover. 
 

OUDCE reserves the right to alter details of any course should illness or any other emergency prevent a tutor from 
teaching, and to cancel a course or seminar if exceptionally low recruitment would make it educationally unviable. 
 

The status of this course will be reviewed on 15 May 2016. If it is likely that individual seminars or the course may be 
cancelled, all those affected will be notified by email within 7 days, and possible options clearly explained. 
 

If you have not heard from OUDCE by 22 April 2016, you should assume that the course and your seminars will be 
running; there is no need to contact us to confirm. You may wish to delay finalising your travel arrangements until after 
this date. 
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WEATHER AND CLOTHES 
 

Between May and September the weather in Britain can be cool and rainy; it can also be mild with grey skies; or it can 
be hot and dry. It can change from one day to the next, and the nights can get chilly. The weather forecast for Oxford 
can be found at: www.bbc.co.uk/weather/2640729 
 

Even in summer a raincoat of some kind is often necessary, and participants are advised to bring some warm clothing 
as well as summer clothes. The best arrangement is to have clothes which can be worn in layers. 
 

Casual dress is acceptable for attending seminars and lectures, participating in social events, and at meal times, 
except for the formal opening and closing receptions and dinners when an appropriate standard of dress is required (ie 
business suit and tie for men; cocktail dress or trouser/skirt suit for women). 
 
LAUNDRY AND LINENS 
 

Christ Church has four laundry rooms, all of which include an iron and ironing board. These are free for participants’ 
use; however, washing detergent should be purchased from the Porters’ Lodge. 
 

Participants are advised that all bed linens and a towel are provided by the college.  
 
ELECTRICAL EQUIPMENT 
 

The electricity in Britain is 230 volts; sockets take square three-pin plugs. Transformers as well as adaptors may, 
therefore, be needed for participants’ laptops, charging devices, etc: these may be purchased on arrival in Oxford. 
 

Please be aware that plugging in a device without the appropriate adaptor and transformer may give a participant an 
electrical shock and will result in power outages throughout the college. 
 

Personal electrical equipment must conform to UK standards as follows: every appliance must carry the appropriate 
kitemark; the plug must be of the safety sleeve type and be correctly fused for the appliance; flexible cables must be in 
good condition and not worn, split, stretched or twisted. 
 
SPORTS FACILITIES 
 

Participants may use (subject to the appropriate fee) public sports facilities in the city; for example, swimming pools, 
tennis courts, and the ice skating rink. Punts and rowing boats may be hired for use on the Rivers Thames and 
Cherwell. Participants should bring their own sports equipment and sportswear. 
 

Please note that participants will not have access to facilities at the Oxford University Sports Complex. 
 
LUGGAGE 
 

Luggage porters will be available at Christ Church between 11.00 and 14.00 only. Participants arriving after 14.00 will 
be responsible for moving their own luggage. Please note that there are no lifts (elevators): it is therefore 
recommended that participants restrict their luggage to a manageable level. 
 

Please be aware that, under EU regulations, it is illegal to ask even a fully adult male to carry more than 25 kilos 
(roughly 55 pounds). If participants require assistance with their luggage, their co-operation in this is requested and, in 
the interests of protecting the health and safety of the luggage porters, it would be appreciated if they would use two 
smaller suitcases rather than a single large one. 
 

Please note also that luggage and packages (of books, etc) cannot be accepted at Christ Church before the summer 
school begins. If it is necessary for participants to receive such items at Christ Church, they are asked to ensure that 
they are delivered during the first few days of the summer school instead. 
 

Alternatively, participants who wish to have luggage sent in advance, or wish to store or ship excess baggage, can 
make arrangements with Excess Baggage Company, located in many major airports and rail stations in the UK. 
Further details can be found at: www.excess-baggage.com 
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SECURITY OF POSSESSIONS WHILE TRAVELLING 
 

It is easy to be distracted while travelling with several items of luggage. Please bear the following advice in mind. We 
recommend that travel insurance is obtained by participants to cover their possessions if anything goes wrong. (See 
INSURANCE COVER, above.) 
 

Cash and travellers 
cheques 

Travellers’ cheques should preferably be purchased in small denominations (for example, 
£5 or £10) to meet daily needs. Carry only enough cash to meet day-to-day expenses. 

Passport and tickets Special care should be taken of passport and travel tickets. Participants are advised to 
make a note of the serial numbers of these and keep this list in a safe place. 

Luggage Do not leave luggage unattended in waiting rooms, at airports, on railway platforms, on 
luggage racks or anywhere else. 

Cameras, laptops and 
other valuables 

When travelling, valuables such as laptops, iPods, mobile phones and cameras should be 
kept close at all times and a note kept of the serial numbers. Once in Oxford, they should 
never be left on view in bedrooms or public places, even for a short time. 

Wallets Carry a wallet in an inside pocket, never in a back trouser pocket. When removing a jacket, 
do not leave a wallet in it. 

Handbags Never leave a handbag even for a short period. Make sure it is closed, with items such as 
purses pushed to the bottom. 
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GETTING TO OXFORD  
 
Oxford is about 60 miles (90 km) north-west of London and has excellent public transport links. Regular rail and coach 
services connect Oxford with the capital; there are also coach routes to Heathrow, Gatwick, Stansted and Luton airports, 
as well as many major UK cities and towns. 
 
FROM LONDON HEATHROW AND GATWICK AIRPORTS 
 

London Heathrow and Gatwick airports are linked to Oxford by ‘the airline’ coach service, which operates a direct frequent 
service 24 hours a day. For information including times and fares: 
 

Website   www.theairline.info 
Telephone  +44 (0)1865 785400 
 
FROM LONDON STANSTED AND LUTON AIRPORTS 
 

London Stansted and Luton airports are linked to Oxford by the National Express 737 coach service, running up to eight 
times a day. For information including times and fares: 
 

Website   www.nationalexpress.com/coach/airport/index.aspx 
Telephone  +44 (0)871 781 8181 
 
BY TRAIN 
 

A direct train service operates between London Paddington and Oxford (not Oxford Parkway). Other services operate from 
the north of the UK via Birmingham, from the south via Reading, and from the west via Didcot or Reading. For further 
information including times and fares: 
 

Website   www.nationalrail.co.uk 
Telephone  +44 20 7278 5240 (03457 484950 from within the UK) 
 
BY COACH 
 

Frequent 24-hour direct services connect London and Oxford. For information including times and fares: 
 

‘X90’ 
Website   www.x90london.co.uk 
Telephone  +44 (0)1865 785400 
 

‘Oxford Tube’ 
Website   www.oxfordtube.com 
Telephone  +44 (0)1865 772250 
 

For information on coaches to Oxford from other major UK cities, towns and airports: 
Website   www.nationalexpress.com 
Telephone  +44 (0)871 781 8181 
 

Coaches arrive at Gloucester Green Bus Station, in the city centre. 
 
TAXIS 
 

Taxi ranks are located at Gloucester Green Bus Station and Oxford Train Station. 
 
BY CAR 
 

Many Oxford streets are now closed to traffic and parking is severely limited. Please note that there are no parking 
facilities for summer school participants at Christ Church College or OUDCE. We strongly recommend that participants 
do not travel to Oxford by car. 
 
Please see also ‘How to get to Oxford’ at: www.ox.ac.uk/visitors/visiting-oxford/how-get-oxford 
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ACCOMMODATION, MEALS AND FACILITIES AT CHRIST CHURCH 
 
BEDROOMS 
 

Participants who choose to attend the summer school on a residential basis will have single study bedroom with 
private shower and toilet. The rooms are provided with all bed linens and a towel, and are serviced daily (except on 
Sunday) by housekeeping staff. Each room is equipped with tea and coffee making facilities, a small refrigerator, a 
hair dryer, and a card-operated telephone (cards may be purchased from the Porters’ Lodge). 
 

Summer school participants’ rooms will be located on the four floors of the modern (1960s) Blue Boar Quad. They 
should bear in mind that they will be accommodated in rooms which are intended primarily for undergraduate students, 
and are as such fairly basic in their décor, furnishings and facilities. Please be aware that there are no lifts, and rooms 
do not have air conditioning. 
 

Please note that participants cannot be accommodated at Christ Church either prior to or beyond their programme 
dates. (Please see NON-RESIDENTIAL PARTICIPANTS, below, for information on accommodation in Oxford.) 
 

Please note also that participants’ family members and/or friends who are not enrolled on the summer school cannot 
be accommodated in college. Similarly, participants’ family members and/or friends may not participate in the 
academic programme or social events. Participants may invite guests into college for dinner on Monday-Friday (only); 
however, please be aware that advance booking and payment is required. 
 
MEALS 
 

Residential participants will take meals in the Dining Hall. 
 

Breakfast 
Self-service 

Monday-Saturday 
Sunday (for those attending both 
weeks only) 

07.30-08.30 
08.00-09.30 

Dinner 
Served 

Sunday 
Monday-Thursday 
Friday 

18.30 
18.30 or 19.00 (to be confirmed) 
19.30 

 

Morning coffee and afternoon tea will be provided for participants. 
 

Please note that the college is happy to cater for specific and recognised dietary needs but only if requested in 
advance of the summer school (ie by completing the relevant section on the application form) so as to enable the 
kitchen to plan its menus and order provisions accordingly; it is therefore not possible for participants to request a 
special diet after they have arrived in Oxford. 
 
COLLEGE FACILITIES 
 

Participants are advised that the following amenities are available at Christ Church: 

 Junior Common Room (JCR) – a comfortable sitting room available for participants’ use 

 Cathedral Garden and Master’s Garden 

 Picture Gallery 

 Laundry rooms. 
 

Details of these facilities (location, access and availability, etc) will be issued on arrival. 
 

Please note that Christ Church operates and enforces a strict no smoking policy in all of its buildings. 
 
IT FACILITIES 
 

Internet access (eg for quickly checking emails) is available via a number of computers in the Junior Common Room. 
For those with laptops, wireless access is available throughout the college, including the residential accommodation: 
detailed instructions on how to register for this service will be provided. Please be aware that there are no printing 
facilities available for participants in college.  
 
 

OTHER OUDCE SUMMER SCHOOL IN RESIDENCE AT CHRIST CHURCH 
 

The Oxford Experience, a six-week programme (3 July-13 August 2016) offering a range of one-week seminars in the 
humanities and social sciences, runs alongside the Theology Summer School at Christ Church; its Director is David Beard.  
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NON-RESIDENTIAL PARTICIPANTS 
 
Participants who choose to attend the summer school on a non-residential basis are reminded that they are 
responsible for finding their own accommodation. Information on accommodation in Oxford is available at: 

 

www.conference-oxford.com/bb-self-catering 
www.experienceoxfordshire.org/stay 
www.universityrooms.com/en/city/oxford/home 

 

Non-residential participants are encouraged to make full use of college facilities (as above); they may also take dinner 
in the Dining Hall (subject to advance booking and payment). Please note that all non-residential participants are 
warmly invited to attend the opening and closing receptions and dinners (these are included in the non-residential 
programme fee); they are also welcome and encouraged to participate in the social programme. 
 
 

WORSHIP 
 

Participants are welcome to attend services at Christ Church Cathedral, and there will be a conference worship each 
week during the summer school. 
 

Oxford is a diverse city, rich in places of worship for people of many faiths and denominations. 
 
 

SOCIAL PROGRAMME 
 

A number of social activities will be arranged during the summer school. These may include informal tours of the 
college and the city of Oxford. 
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CONTACTS AND FURTHER INFORMATION 
 
TELEPHONES 
 

A card-operated telephone is provided in each bedroom (cards may be purchased from the Porters’ Lodge).  
 

Participants should warn friends and family that they cannot be brought to the phone to take an incoming call. In a 
genuine emergency a message can be taken for a participant by a lodge porter at Christ Church on +44 (0)1865 
276150. The porter will convey the message to the Summer School Assistant who will contact the participant 
concerned.  
 
LETTERS AND PACKAGES 
 

The address for all incoming mail for participants during the summer school is: 
 

Participant’s name 
c/o Theology Summer School 
Christ Church 
St Aldates 
OXFORD 
OX1 1DP 
(UK) 
 
ENQUIRIES PRIOR TO THE SUMMER SCHOOL 
 

All summer school-related enquiries should be addressed to the Programme Administrator by email at: 
iptheo@conted.ox.ac.uk 
 

The mailbox is normally manned from 09.00-17.00, UK time, Monday-Friday. 
 

Please note that participants should notify the Programme Administrator of any changes to their contact details. 
 

All other general enquiries - eg relating to tourist and travel information, services and amenities in and around 
Oxford – should be directed to the Oxford Visitor Information Centre by email at: info@experienceoxfordshire.org 
 

The following website is an excellent source of information:  www.visitoxfordandoxfordshire.com 
 
FURTHER COURSE INFORMATION 
 

Participants will receive the following information by email prior to the summer school: 

 In June 2016 – confirmation of arrival day arrangements. 
 
KEY SUMMER SCHOOL STAFF 
 

The Revd Canon Angela Tilby 
Programme Director 

Responsible for designing the academic programme and selecting tutors and 
plenary lecturers; and for academic-related issues during the summer school 

The Revd Canon Dr Robin Gibbons 
Pastoral Director 

Responsible for pastoral issues during the summer school; acts as 
representative for the Graduate Theological Foundation 

Jacqueline Darvill 
Programme Administrator 
Jake Kendall 
Assistant Programme Administrator 

Responsible for administrative matters before and during the summer school; 
participants’ point of contact ahead of the summer school and on arrival at 
Christ Church 

Residential Summer School 
Assistant 

Participants’ initial point of contact for general queries throughout the summer 
school 
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THE START AND CLOSE OF THE SUMMER SCHOOL: 
FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 
 
~ HOW DO I GET TO CHRIST CHURCH? 
 

Gloucester Green, the terminus for coach services from London, the airports, and other UK cities and towns, is 10-15 
minutes’ walk from Christ Church. The train station is 15-20 minutes’ walk from Christ Church. Taxis are usually 
available from outside both; you should ask the driver to take you to the Porters’ Lodge at Christ Church, St Aldates. 
 

For an Oxford University map showing the coach and rail stations and Christ Church please see page 3 of 
www.ox.ac.uk/sites/files/oxford/field/field_document/Visiting_the_University.pdf 

 The coach station is shown as ‘Gloucester Green’ 

 The train station is shown as a red square with white crossed lines 

 Christ Church is number 6 
 
~ WHEN SHOULD I ARRIVE AT CHRIST CHURCH? 
 

You should arrange to arrive at Christ Church at the following time: 
 

Dates Time 

Week 1: Sunday 31 July 2016 11.00-14.00 

Week 2: Sunday 7 August 2016 11.00-14.00 
 

On arrival at Christ Church you should follow the sign for ‘Theology Summer School Registration’. Registration is 
open between 11.00-14.00 only. 
 

Please note you will not have access to your room prior to 11.00. 
 

If you are unable to reach Oxford before 14.00 you should ensure that the Programme Administrator is notified of your 
estimated time of arrival in advance of the summer school. 
 

Please be aware that the Programme Administrator will not have access to email between 17.00 on Friday and 09.00 
on Monday. 
 

If you are unexpectedly delayed on Sunday 31 July/Sunday 7 August 2016: Please contact the Porters’ Lodge at 
Christ Church on +44 (0)1865 276150. 
 

If you arrive after 14.00 you should collect your room key from the Porters’ Lodge and take your luggage to your room. 
 

If you arrive between 14.00-17.30 You should attend the orientation meeting; opening 
reception and dinner (see below) 

If you arrive between 17.30-18.30 You should attend the opening reception and/or dinner, 
depending on what time you arrive (see below) 

If you arrive after 18.30 Dinner is served at 18.30 prompt so you should spend the 
evening settling in to you room 

 

Please note that all late arrivals must register at the Summer School Office at 08.00 on Monday 1 August 2016 (Week 
1) or Monday 8 August 2016 (Week 2). 
 
~ WHAT HAPPENS WHEN I REGISTER? 
 

When you register, you will be issued with your room key and an information pack, which will contain full details of 
academic and college arrangements, together with information on Oxford, etc.  
 
~ WHAT HAPPENS NEXT? 
 

You should attend an orientation meeting, as follows: 
 

Dates Time Venue 

Week 1: Sunday 31 July 2016 17.30-18.00 Lecture Room 1 

Week 2: Sunday 7 August 2016 17.30-18.00 Lecture Room 1 
 

At these meetings the Programme Director, Pastoral Director and the Summer School Assistant will discuss academic, 
housekeeping and other aspects of the summer school. There will also be an opportunity for you to raise any 
questions you may have. 
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~ WHEN ARE THE SUMMER SCHOOL’S OPENING EVENTS? 
 

These will take place as follows: 
 

Event Date Time Venue 

Week 1: Reception Sunday 31 July 2016 18.00 Friend Room Terrace 

Week 1: Dinner Sunday 31 July 2016 18.30 Dining Hall 

Week 2: Reception Sunday 7 August 2016 18.00 Friend Room Terrace 

Week 2: Dinner Sunday 7 August 2016 18.30 Dining Hall 
 

Please note that smart/semi-formal dress is required for these events (ie business suit and tie for men; cocktail dress 
or trouser/skirt suit for women). 
 
~ WHEN DOES THE ACADEMIC PROGRAMME BEGIN? 
 

The first seminar meeting will take place on Monday 1 August 2016 (Week 1) or Monday 8 August 2016 (Week 2).  
 

Seminar sessions will be held in both weeks as follows, Monday-Friday: 
 

Mornings 09.00-12.00 

Afternoons 13.30-16.30 
 

There will be a mid-session break of 30 minutes each morning for coffee, and another break of 30 minutes each 
afternoon for tea. 
 
~ WHEN DOES THE ACADEMIC PROGRAMME END? 
 

The final seminar meeting will take place in the afternoon of Friday 5 August 2016 (Week 1) or Friday 7 August 2016 
(Week 2). 
 
~ WHEN ARE THE SUMMER SCHOOL’S CLOSING EVENTS? 
 

These will take place as follows: 
 

Event Date Time Venue 

Week 1: Receptions Friday 5 August 2016 19.00 and after dinner Friend Room Terrace 

Week 1: Dinner Friday 5 August 2016 19.30 Dining Hall 

Week 2: Receptions Friday 12 August 2016 19.00 and after dinner Friend Room Terrace 

Week 2: Dinner Friday 12 August 2016 19.30 Dining Hall 
 

Please note that smart/semi-formal dress is required for these events (see above). 
 
~ WHEN AM I REQUIRED TO VACATE CHRIST CHURCH? 
 

You will be required to vacate your room by 09.00 on Saturday 8 August 2016 (Week 1 participants only) or Saturday 
13 August 2016 (Week 2 participants and those attending both weeks). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Whilst every effort has been made to ensure the accuracy of the information within this document, 
which was assumed to be correct in March 2016, OUDCE cannot accept liability for any inaccuracies 

 
 

The information in this booklet is available in different formats on request 
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